
 

 
 

Report to: Cabinet Member 
for Regulatory 

Compliance and 
Corporate 

Services 
 

Date of Issue: 17 June 2022 

Date of 
Decision: 

27 June 2022 

Subject: Claire Court- 20, Oriel Road, Bootle, Merseyside L20 7AD: 

Proposed Surrender and Renewal of Ground-Lease. 
 

Report of: Executive Director 

Corporate 
Resources and 
Customer 

Services 
 

Wards Affected: Linacre 

Cabinet Portfolio: Regulatory Compliance and Corporate Services. 
 

Is this a Key 
Decision: 

No Included in 
Forward Plan: 

No 

Exempt / 

Confidential 
Report: 

No, but Appendix A is NOT FOR PUBLICATION by virtue 
of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local 

Government Act 1972. The Public Interest Test has been 
applied and favours the information being treated as 

exempt 
 

 

Summary: 

To report on a proposal to surrender an existing ground Lease in return for a new 
Lease with a longer term, in order to facilitate improved security of tenure for the 

current Tenant. 
 

Recommendation: 

 
That the Cabinet Member notes the present position and confirms agreement to the 

proposal. 
 
Reasons for the Recommendation: 

 
To improve the security of tenure for the current Tenant and enable access to 

funding for improvements to the property. 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications) 

 
The Council, as Lessor, could refuse the request, however this would restrict the 

Tenant in forward planning, with a potential vacation of business premises. 
 
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 
 

(A) Revenue Costs There are no revenue costs. 



 

 
 

(B) Capital Costs The proposal will produce a capital premium for the Council; 

(see Appendix ‘A’). 

Implications of the Proposals: 

 

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):   The proposal 

should result in a more secure Tenancy of Council business premises. 
 

Legal Implications: The Council will receive professional costs, including Legal 

fees, for the proposed surrender and renewal of Lease. 
 

Equality Implications: 

There are no Equality implications. 
 

Climate Emergency Implications: 
 

The recommendations within this report will  

Have a positive impact   

Have a neutral impact Y 

Have a negative impact  

The Author has undertaken the Climate Emergency training for 

report authors 

Y 

 
The improved security of tenure facilitated by the proposed surrender and grant of a 
new Ground-Lease will enable the Tenant to comply with any relevant Climate 

Change Legislation, and for the Council, as Lessor to monitor/enforce such 
provisions, however without specific details of proposals, it is considered that for the 

purpose of this report, the matter should be viewed as having a neutral impact in 
terms of Climate Emergency Implications. 
 

 

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:  

 

Protect the most vulnerable: Not applicable. 

 

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: The proposal will improve security of 
tenure for this business tenant. 

 

Commission, broker and provide core services: Not applicable 
 

Place – leadership and influencer: Not applicable. 

 

Drivers of change and reform: Not applicable 
 

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: The proposal will enable the tenant to 
access funding for enhancement of the Council’s property asset. 

 

Greater income for social investment: The proposal will result in a capital premium 
receipt for the Council. 



 

 
 

 

Cleaner Greener: The proposal will improve the ability for the Tenant to comply with 

Environmental legislation. 
 

 
What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when? 

 
(A) Internal Consultations 

 
The Executive Director of Corporate Resources and Customer Services 
(FD.6785/22.) and the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD.4985/22) have been 

consulted and any comments have been incorporated into the report. 
 
(B) External Consultations  

 
Local Ward Councillors have been consulted and have not raised any objections to 

the proposal. 
 

Implementation Date for the Decision 

 
Following the expiry of the “call-in” period for the Minutes of the Cabinet Meeting 

 
 
Contact Officer: Dominic Ellis 

Telephone Number: 0151 934 2751 

Email Address: Dominic.Ellis@sefton.gov.uk   

 
Appendices: 

 
Appendix ‘A’- details the premium payable 
 
Background Papers: 
 

None 
 

1. Introduction/Background 

 
1.1 The subject Council property comprises a small modern office unit with 

adjoining car-park currently occupied by way of a full repairing and insuring ground 
Lease for a term of 99 years from December 1990, at a peppercorn rental. 

 
1.2     With only 68 years of the Lease term unexpired, the Tenant has requested 
that the Council accepts a surrender of the current Lease in return for the grant of a 

new Lease for a term of 99 years upon similar covenants, subject to the following 
conditions:- 

 
a. simultaneous surrender of the existing Lease; 
 

b. Payment of a premium to the Council (see Appendix A for amount) 
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c. Disbursement of the Council’s professional fees (see Appendix A) 
 
2 Best Consideration 

 
2.1 A re gear of the Lease on terms to be agreed with the existing tenant is 

acceptable under the Asset Disposal Policy. The premium agreed is considered 
acceptable in view of the peppercorn rental and satisfies the best value requirements 

of the Local Government Act 1972, (Section 123). 
 
2.2    The proposed Surrender and Renewal will strengthen the Tenant’s security of 

tenure and facilitate access to funding for improvements for the Asset.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


